SELECTED TIME LIMITS IN THE RULES AND DECISIONS

Rule 2-5. Doubt as to Procedure; Disputes and Claims
A claim is considered to have been made in a timely manner if, upon discovery of
circumstances giving rise to a claim, the player makes his claim (i) before any player in
the match plays from the next teeing ground, or (ii) in the case of the last hole of the
match, before all players in the match leave the putting green, or (iii) when the
circumstances giving rise to the claim are discovered after all the players in the match
have left the putting green of the final hole, before the result of the match has been
officially announced.
Once the result of the match has been officially announced, a claim may not be
considered by the Committee, unless it is satisfied that (i) the claim is based on facts
which were previously unknown to the player making the claim at the time the result
was officially announced, (ii) the player making the claim had been given wrong
information by an opponent and (iii) the opponent knew he was giving wrong
information. There is no time limit on considering such a claim.
Rule 3-2. Failure to Hole Out
If a competitor fails to hole out at any hole and does not correct his mistake before he
makes a stroke on the next teeing ground or, in the case of the last hole of the round,
before he leaves the putting green, he is disqualified.
Rule 3-3. Doubt as to Procedure
a. Procedure for Competitor
To proceed under this Rule, he must decide to play two balls after the doubtful situation
has arisen and before taking further action (e.g. making a stroke at the original ball).
Before returning his score card, the competitor must report the facts of the situation to
the Committee. If he fails to do so, he is disqualified.
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Rule 4-1. Form and Make of Clubs
Rule 4-2. Playing Characteristics Changed
[PENALTY STATEMENT]
*Any club or clubs carried in breach of Rule 4-1 or 4–2 must be declared out of play by
the player to his opponent in match play or his marker or a fellow-competitor in stroke
play immediately upon discovery that a breach has occurred. If the player fails to do so,
he is disqualified.
Rule 4-4. Maximum of Fourteen Clubs
c. Excess Club Declared Out of Play
Any club or clubs carried or used in breach of Rule 4-3a(iii) or Rule 4-4 must be
declared out of play by the player to his opponent in match play or his marker or a
fellow-competitor in stroke play immediately upon discovery that a breach has occurred.
Rule 5-3. Ball Unfit for Play
Before lifting the ball, the player must announce his intention to his opponent in match
play or his marker or a fellow-competitor in stroke play and mark the position of the ball.
Note 1: If the opponent, marker or fellow-competitor wishes to dispute a claim of
unfitness, he must do so before the player plays another ball.
Rule 6-2. Handicap
a. Match Play
Before starting a match in a handicap competition, the players should determine from
one another their respective handicaps.
b. Stroke Play
In any round of a handicap competition, the competitor must ensure that his handicap is
recorded on his score card before it is returned to the Committee.
Rule 6-6. Scoring in Stroke Play
b. Signing and Returning Score Card
After completion of the round, the competitor should check his score for each hole and
settle any doubtful points with the Committee. He must ensure that the marker or
markers have signed the score card, sign the score card himself and return it to the
Committee as soon as possible.
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c. Alteration of Score Card
No alteration may be made on a score card after the competitor has returned it to the
Committee.
Rule 6-8. Discontinuance of Play; Resumption of Play
a. When Permitted
If the player discontinues play without specific permission from the Committee, he must
report to the Committee as soon as practicable.
b. Procedure When Play Suspended by Committee
If they have started play of a hole, they may discontinue play immediately or continue
play of the hole, provided they do so without delay. In any case, play must be
discontinued after the hole is completed.
Rule 8-2. Indicating Line of Play
a. Other Than on Putting Green
Any mark placed by the player or with his knowledge to indicate the line must be
removed before the stroke is made.
b. On the Putting Green
When the player’s ball is on the putting green, the player, his partner or either of their
caddies may, before but not during the stroke, point out a line for putting.
Rule 9-2. Match Play
b. Wrong Information
A player is deemed to have given wrong information if he:
(i) fails to inform his opponent as soon as practicable that he has incurred a penalty,
unless (a) he was obviously proceeding under a Rule involving a penalty and this was
observed by his opponent, or (b) he corrects the mistake before his opponent makes his
next stroke; or
(ii) gives incorrect information during play of a hole regarding the number of strokes
taken and does not correct the mistake before his opponent makes his next stroke; or
(iii) gives incorrect information regarding the number of strokes taken to complete a hole
and this affects the opponent’s understanding of the result of the hole, unless he
corrects the mistake before any player makes a stroke from the next teeing ground or,
in the case of the last hole of the match, before all players leave the putting green.
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Rule 10-1. Match Play
c. Playing Out of Turn
If a player plays when his opponent should have played, there is no penalty, but the
opponent may immediately require the player to cancel the stroke so made and, in
correct order, play a ball as nearly as possible at the spot from which the original ball
was last played (see Rule 20-5).
Rule 11-2. Tee-Markers
Before a player makes his first stroke with any ball on the teeing ground of the hole
being played, the tee-markers are deemed to be fixed.
Rule 11-4. Playing from Outside Teeing Ground
a. Match Play
If a player, when starting a hole, plays a ball from outside the teeing ground, there is no
penalty, but the opponent may immediately require the player to cancel the stroke and
play a ball from within the teeing ground.
b. Stroke Play
If the competitor makes a stroke from the next teeing ground without first correcting his
mistake or, in the case of the last hole of the round, leaves the putting green without first
declaring his intention to correct his mistake, he is disqualified.
Rule 12-2. Lifting Ball for Identification
Before lifting the ball, the player must announce his intention to his opponent in match
play or his marker or a fellow-competitor in stroke play.
Rule 13-4. Ball in Hazard ; Prohibited Actions
Except as provided in the Rules, before making a stroke at a ball that is in a hazard
(whether a bunker or a water hazard) or that, having been lifted from a hazard, may be
dropped or placed in the hazard, the player must not:Rule 13
a. Test the condition of the hazard or any similar hazard;
b. Touch the ground in the hazard or water in the water hazard with his hand or a club; or
c. Touch or move a loose impediment lying in or touching the hazard.
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Rule 14-5. Playing Moving Ball
When the ball begins to move only after the player has begun the stroke or the
backward movement of his club for the stroke, he incurs no penalty under this Rule for
playing a moving ball.
Rule 15-3. Wrong Ball
b. Stroke Play
If he fails to correct his mistake before making a stroke on the next teeing ground or, in
the case of the last hole of the round, fails to declare his intention to correct his mistake
before leaving the putting green, he is disqualified.
Rule 16-2. Ball Overhanging Hole
When any part of the ball overhangs the lip of the hole, the player is allowed enough
time to reach the hole without unreasonable delay and an additional ten seconds to
determine whether the ball is at rest.
Rule 17-1. Flagstick Attended, Removed or Held Up
Before making a stroke from anywhere on the course, the player may have the flagstick
attended, removed or held up to indicate the position of the hole.
Rule 18-2. By Player , Partner , Caddie or Equipment
If the ball is moved, it must be replaced, unless the movement of the ball occurs after
the player has begun the stroke or the backward movement of the club for the stroke
and the stroke is made.
Rule 19-3. By Opponent, Caddie or Equipment in Match Play
The player may, before another stroke is made by either side, cancel the stroke and
play a ball, without penalty, as nearly as possible at the spot from which the original ball
was last played (Rule 20-5) or he may play the ball as it lies.
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Rule 20-7. Playing from Wrong Place
c. Stroke Play
If a competitor becomes aware that he has played from a wrong place and believes that
he may have committed a serious breach, he must, before making a stroke on the next
teeing ground, play out the hole with a second ball played in accordance with the Rules.
If the hole being played is the last hole of the round, he must declare, before leaving the
putting green, that he will play out the hole with a second ball played in accordance with
the Rules. If the competitor has played a second ball, he must report the facts to the
Committee before returning his score card; if he fails to do so, he is disqualified.
Rule 27-2. Provisional Ball
a. Procedure
The player must inform his opponent in match play or his marker or a fellow-competitor
in stroke play that he intends to play a provisional ball, and he must play it before he or
his partner goes forward to search for the original ball.
Rule 29-3. Stroke Play
If the side makes a stroke on the next teeing ground without first correcting the error or,
in the case of the last hole of the round, leaves the putting green without declaring its
intention to correct the error, the side is disqualified.
Rule 30-2. Three-Ball Match Play
b. Ball Deflected or Stopped by an Opponent Accidentally
In his match with that opponent the player may, before another stroke is made by either
side, cancel the stroke and play a ball, without penalty, as nearly as possible at the spot
from which the original ball was last played (see Rule 20-5) or he may play the ball as it
lies.
Rule 32. Bogey, par and Stableford competitions
32-1. Conditions
a. Bogey and Par Competitions
Note 1: The competitor is responsible for reporting the facts regarding such a breach to
the Committee before he returns his score card so that the Committee may apply the
penalty. If the competitor fails to report his breach to the Committee, he is disqualified.
b. Stableford Competitions
Note 1: If a competitor is in breach of a Rule for which there is a maximum penalty per
round, he must report the facts to the Committee before returning his score card; if he
fails to do so, he is disqualified.
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Rule 33-1 Conditions; Waiving Rule
The number of holes of a stipulated round must not be reduced once play has
commenced for that round.
Rule 34-1. Claims and Penalties
b. Stroke Play
In stroke play, a penalty must not be rescinded, modified or imposed after the
competition has closed. A competition is closed when the result has been officially
announced or, in stroke play qualifying followed by match play, when the player has
teed off in his first match.
Exceptions: A penalty of disqualification must be imposed after the competition has
closed if a competitor:
(i) was in breach of Rule 1-3 (Agreement to Waive Rules); or
(ii) returned a score card on which he had recorded a handicap that, before the
competition closed, he knew was higher than that to which he was entitled, and this
affected the number of strokes received (Rule 6-2b); or
(iii) returned a score for any hole lower than actually taken (Rule 6-6d) for any reason
other than failure to include one or more penalty strokes that, before the competition
closed, he did not know he had incurred; or
(iv) knew, before the competition closed, that he had been in breach of any other Rule
for which the penalty is disqualification.
Decision 15/10. Ball Thrown into Bounds by Outside Agency and Played; Neither
Player Nor His Caddie Aware of Action of Outside Agency
[in match play]
If the player learns of the actions of the outside agency after playing the wrong ball, but
before the opponent makes another stroke or takes some action (e.g., picks up or
concedes the player’s next stroke) that the opponent might not have taken if the wrong
ball had not been played, then the player must correct his mistake and proceed
correctly. If the player learns of the mistake later than this, he must proceed with the
wrong ball without penalty and the score with the wrong ball must count.
[in stroke play]
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If the player discovers before playing from the next teeing ground that the original ball
was out of bounds, he must go back and proceed under Rule 27-1. If the discovery is
not made until later than this, the score with the wrong ball stands.
Decision 15-3b/3. Fellow-Competitor Lifts Competitor’s Ball and Sets It Aside;
Competitor Plays Ball from Where Set Aside
[in stroke play]
If he became aware of the mistake before playing from the next tee, he was required to
replace his ball on the correct spot, without penalty, and complete the hole. If he learned
of the mistake after playing from the next tee, the score with the wrong ball would stand.
Decision 30-1/1. Side Plays Out of Turn from Tee; Opponents Require One
Member of Side to Replay but Not Other
A. Rule 10-1c states in part: “…the opponent may immediately require the player to
cancel the stroke so made…” In this context, “immediately” means before anyone else
plays.
Decision 34-2/5. Referee Reverses Ruling Made at Last Hole of Match after
Players Leave Putting Green
[in match play]
As the result of the match had not been officially announced and neither player had
made any further strokes, the referee was correct in reversing his ruling.
Decision 34-2/6. Referee Reverses Ruling After Player Subsequently Plays a Ball
[in match play, referee rules incorrectly that a player loses the hole; players walk off the
putting green without disputing the ruling and play from the nest tee]
If, after a referee has given a ruling, either player makes a stroke on the hole or, in
circumstances where no more strokes are made on the hole, either player makes a
stroke from the next teeing ground, the referee may not reverse his ruling. If the referee
becomes aware of his error prior to a player making a stroke or, in circumstances where
no more strokes are made on the hole, either player making a stroke from the next
teeing ground, in equity (Rule 1-4), the referee must correct the error.
Decision 34-2/7. Correction of Incorrect Ruling by Referee in Match Play
[in match play, after incorrect ruling by referee, both players lift their balls and walk to
the next tee]
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If neither player has made a stroke from the next teeing ground or, in the case of the
last hole of the match, if the result of the match has not been officially announced, in
equity (Rule 1-4), the referee must correct the error.
Decision 34-3/3. Player in Match Makes Stroke from Wrong Place Due to Incorrect
Ruling; Procedure for Player When Error is Discovered
[in match play]
Unless a serious breach is involved or the player has been seriously disadvantaged due
to his playing from a wrong place, the ruling may not be reversed or corrected once the
player has made the stroke from the wrong place.
If a serious breach is involved or the player has been seriously disadvantaged due to
playing from a wrong place, in equity (Rule 1-4), the error must be corrected by the
Committee up to the point where an opponent makes his next stroke on the hole
concerned. If an opponent does not make a stroke on the hole after the ruling was
given, the incorrect ruling may be corrected before either player makes a stroke from
the next teeing ground or, in the case of the last hole of the match, before the result of
the match is officially announced.
Decision 34-3/3.3. Competitor in Stroke Play Makes Stroke from Wrong Place Due
to Incorrect Ruling; Procedure for Competitor When Error is Discovered
[in stroke play]
Unless a serious breach is involved or the competitor has been seriously disadvantaged
due to his playing from a wrong place, the strokes made after the incorrect ruling must
stand with no penalty.
If a serious breach is involved or the competitor has been seriously disadvantaged due
to his playing from a wrong place, and the competitor has not played from the next
teeing ground or, in the case of the last hole of the round, has not left the putting green,
in equity (Rule 1-4), the Committee must correct the error.
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